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HAPPY 2019!HAPPY 2019!

We hope the holidays were spent joyfully with family and friends. As I look back over 2018,
I'm filled with gratitude for the many people involved with Storyteller Children's Center.

I'm grateful for an outstanding Board of Directors that give their time to support our
mission. They ensure that our organization is well-governed, and consistently support me
in my role as Executive Director.

I'm thankful for the cadre of volunteers that join our teachers, administrators, staff in all
manner of work. I'm thankful for the many individuals, foundations and business
supporters that provide financial resources to Storyteller Children's Center.

And I'm thankful for you. Whether you have volunteered, attended a fund-raiser, made a
donation, visited us, attended a meeting, written a letter, shared a social media post, or
cheered from the sidelines, you are an important part of our work, and my hope for the
future.

Wishing you a 2019 rich with constructive communication, deep relationships, and
meaningful work.

Storyteller wishes you a successful new year!

Warmly,
Donna Barranco Fisher, Executive Director

Staff Spotlight - Nazish ZaffarStaff Spotlight - Nazish Zaffar



Nazish was excited to join Storyteller Children’s Center last fall as we celebrated 30 years of 

providing Kindergarten Readiness to the children of our community. She also had the privilege to 

witness, as a substitute, another landmark this preschool accomplished when it celebrated 25 

years of helping the most vulnerable children, and the families of Santa Barbara.

Being passionate about learning, she received her Master’s Degree in Teaching of English to 

Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) from St. Clements University. While working at Storyteller, 

she also received her Early Childhood Educat ion Teaching Cert ificate from Santa Barbara City 

College. Born and raised in Pakistan, most of her career spans over teaching of English to High 

School and College students. Before settling here in the United States, she was fortunate 

enough to have traveled to Switzerland, France, the UK and the United Arab Emirates a couple 

of times, where she met people from diverse cultural backgrounds, a similarity that she finds here 

in Santa Barbara as well. Since 2008, she has been associated with IELTS, an Internat ional 

Standardized Exam of English Language Proficiency, conducted by the Brit ish Council, IDP: IELTS 

Australia, and Cambridge Assessment English, in different capacit ies.

During her time at Storyteller, she was able to develop a bond of love and respect with the 

children and families she worked with. This love continued to reflect well after leaving 

Storyteller, during the numerous chance encounters she had with many children, outside 

school. This furthered her belief in the fact that teaching no doubt, is a gratifying profession.

For 30+ years, Storyteller Children’s Center has done an amazing job. Nazish's returning to 

Storyteller is a testament that she firmly believes in the philosophy, and vision of this unique 

inst itution. With new vigor and enthusiasm, she looks forward to learning from, and working 

with the amazing team of Storyteller Children’s Center!

EVENTSEVENTS



On  October 20, 2018 we held our
Dirty  30 GalaDirty  30 Gala at the beautiful Hotel
Californian to celebrate our 30th
Anniversary. Nearly 300 guests were in
attendance. We honored Jon Clark,
President, James S. Bower Foundation
for his ongoing commitment and
dedication to Storyteller. The event
raised over $470,000! We're grateful
to our planning committee and
supports who helped make this night
an incredible success.

View photos of the festive night here!here! We're incredibly grateful to be chosen
as the nonprofit recipient for the
Grassini Giv es Back AnnualGrassini Giv es Back Annual
FundraiserFundraiser! On December 9th, 2018
all wine tasting fees, silent auction
proceeds, raffle ticket sales, and
donations from guests went to
Storyteller. In total the event raised
$50,000!$50,000!

Read more about the event here!here!

HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES!HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES!

The holidays were a festive and joyous time at Storyteller.
We kicked off the celebrations with a Thanksgiving potluck
with our families. There was also a surprise arts & crafts (and
pizza) party where each child received miniature Christmas
trees to decorate and take home!. Our families also enjoyed
the Nutcracker play and Dr. Suessical musical. We wrapped
it all up with an exciting visit from Santa at our Annual
Holiday Party.

We can't express our thanks enough to the numerous
school clubs, community members and organizations who
were so generous with their time, efforts and contributions
during this time of giving.

Check out photos & videos herehere!!

INTRODUCING NEW BOARD MEMBER: ANNA KOKOTOVICINTRODUCING NEW BOARD MEMBER: ANNA KOKOTOVIC

https://my.pcloud.com/publink/show?code=VZ8EA97ZEiuCnlGths71vrWufnn7RVYbj6hX
https://www.independent.com/news/2019/jan/03/grassini-gives-back-raises-50000-storyteller/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o91c3bwas516fmk/AABl6635ffLM_JgxxM5ZDf2qa?dl=0


Anna holds a PhD in Counseling Psychology and M.Ed. in Early Childhood/Special Education from the

University of Illinois Urbana.  She is currently Chair of the First Five Commission and the Living Wage

Advisory Committee for Santa Barbara. Following her pre-doctoral internship at UCSB's Counseling and

Career Services and her post--doctoral fellowship at the Devereaux Foundation, she was recruited to

serve as Executive Director at CALM where where she worked for 18 years. 

Anna has extensive experience establishing and administrating programs for high-risk children and

families throughout the country. She has presented numerous workshops and published papers on

topics including non-profit management, child abuse, forensic interviewing for allegations of sexual

abuse, the working alliance in the therapeutic relationship and more. 

In their retirement Anna and her husband Petar, enjoy hiking the many trails and the cultural activit ies

in Santa Barbara. They frequently visit Mexico and Europe and spend July and August at their cabin in

Idaho, Anna's home state, where they hike the Tetons. 

RESOURCES FROM THERESOURCES FROM THE
FIELDFIELD

Governor Gavin Newsom is expected
to put forward a three-year plan to
achieve univ ersal preschool univ ersal preschool in
California for all low-income 4-year-olds,
in an attempt to implement a campaign
promise pledging a major expansion of
early education programs.

Storyteller currently offers the
“California State Preschool Program,”
as one of our four programs. We offer
a full-day, full-year program. Santa
Barbara Unified School District is
eliminating their full-day programs.

Learn more here.more here.

EXPANDING BEHAVORIALEXPANDING BEHAVORIAL
HEALTH SERVICESHEALTH SERVICES

One of our Executive Director's goals
has been to expand our Behavioral
Support Services.

This past month, we received a grant
from Cottage Hospital in the amount of
$55,000 to help Storyteller to reach it's
goal! With this grant award, we will be
able to increase our face to face
contact time with both our children
and families.

Storyteller looks forward to
collaborating with our existing and new
mental health partners.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D9mkslL8FKHSa4jI3jMF_c2mzwUzMS5o8kUUuDBv65M/edit?usp=sharing


Want to Get Involved?Want to Get Involved?

Interested in becoming more involved
with Storyteller? Wondering how you
can help out and support us? Would

you like to take a tour and meet some
of our amazing children? We have

many opportunities and would love to
get you engaged.

Reach out to Huyen Nguyen,Huyen Nguyen,
Senior Development CoordinatorSenior Development Coordinator,,
huyen@story tellercenter.org huyen@story tellercenter.org with

any questions.

www.story tellercenter.orgwww.story tellercenter.org

Annual ReportAnnual Report

We've released our FY 17-18 Annual FY 17-18 Annual
ReportReport , which includes a copy of our

newly completed Strategic Plan.

Click here C lick here to check it out!

DONATE HERE

mailto:huyen@storytellercenter.org
http://www.storytellercenter.org/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3b6e00_b32c4ee82497448f901f97cdc3a246cf.pdf
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E11761&id=1

